Elon Musk directly pressured Reddit CEO to
ban r/'WhitePeopleTwitter, delete subreddit's
DOGE post, and undo bans on X links, new

report reveals.

This is a follow-up in part to the drama surrounding the WhitePeopleTwitter ban that occurred on
February 3rd, 2025 after the personal info of DOGE staffers was published in that sub, as well as the

bans on X links that were enforced in multiple subreddits at the time following Elon Musk's Nazi

salute.

What was known at the time was that, on February 3rd, Musk retweeted another X account's screenshot
showing death threats being made against DOGE staffers in a WhitePeopleTwitter post, replying:
"They have broken the law". That in turn was screen-shotted and posted to WhitePeopleTwitter.

That same day, the user who made the DOGE post was suspended, the thread was deleted, and the
entire subreddit was banned for three days with the message:

This subreddit has been temporarily banned due to a prevalence of violent content. Inciting
and glorifying violence or doxing are against Reddit’s platform-wide Rules. It will reopen
in 72 hours, during which Reddit will support moderators and provide resources to keep

Reddit a healthy place for discussion and debate.

Today, an article posted in The Verge by editor Alex Heath reveals the Musk was directly behind the

subreddit's ban as well as the removal of the thread and all of its comments (which Heath directly
posted an archive link of) that Musk shared on X:

As it turns out, Musk wasn’t only using his X platform to call out content on Reddit.
He was also privately messaging Reddit CEO Steve Huffman, according to people
familiar with the matter.

Shortly after the two CEOs exchanged text messages, Reddit enacted a 72-hour ban
on the “WhitePeopleTwitter” subreddit that hosted the thread about DOGE
employees, citing the “prevalence of violent content.” The specific thread Musk shared
on X was also deleted, including hundreds of comments that didn’t call for violence or
doxxing.


https://www.reddit.com/r/SubredditDrama/comments/1ih9n8a/rwhitepeopletwitter_has_been_temporarily_banned/
https://archive.is/X2sjM
https://archive.is/X2sjM
https://archive.is/8PlKn
https://old.reddit.com/r/Fauxmoi/comments/1ih43p5/elon_musk_personally_beefing_with/
https://archive.is/5Ri6e

The article also says that few Reddit moderators at the time were made aware of Musk's chat with the
Reddit CEO, and discussed the matter in Discord.

One such moderator implied that Musk also wanted the subreddit bans on X links lifted, after Musk
had tweeted about the bans prior to the WhitePeopleTwitter incident:

After one wrote, “Musk is coming for r / Comics,” which was one of the subreddits
that was banning links to X, another responded by calling him a “giant baby,”
according to screenshots of the conversation that were shared with me.
“Elon called out death threats,” wrote another Reddit moderator. “He should not be able to
influence Reddit, but if what he calls out is death threats then of course they need to come
down.”
Yet another responded: “Oh, I don’t have any problem with removing rule-breaking content
(and taking the respective admin action on said accounts), but I find it a bit problematic that
he’s able to exert influence on both public and private institutions.”

The lifting of bans on X links, ultimately, did not come to pass:
So far, Reddit doesn’t appear to have intervened in any moderator decisions to ban X links
from the subreddits they oversee.

The Verge's article has been shared in multiple subreddits whose comment sections can be viewed
below:

Technology: https://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1j17jtp/

elon_musk pressured reddits_ceo_on_content/
NoShitSherlock: https://www.reddit.com/r/NoShitSherlock/comments/1jl6wgo/
elon musk pressured reddits ceo on content/

Collapse: https://www.reddit.com/r/collapse/comments/1jl7zns/

elon musk pressured reddits ceo on content/

Fauxmoi: https://www.reddit.com/r/Fauxmoi/comments/1jlai3x/

elon musk pressured reddits ceo on content/

Politics*: https://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1j16smd/

elon_musk pressured reddits_ceo_on_content/

*r / politics mods deleted their post due to it allegedly not covering US politics despite gathering over
33K upvotes.


https://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1jl6smd/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1jl6smd/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Fauxmoi/comments/1jlai3x/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Fauxmoi/comments/1jlai3x/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/collapse/comments/1jl7zns/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/collapse/comments/1jl7zns/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/NoShitSherlock/comments/1jl6wgo/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/NoShitSherlock/comments/1jl6wgo/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1jl7jtp/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1jl7jtp/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/
https://archive.is/o/8PlKn/https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1885300783899430968?lang=en


Elon Musk directly pressured Reddit CEO to ban r/WhitePeopleTwitter, delete subreddit's DOGE post, and undo bans on X links, new report reveals.This is a follow-up in part to the drama surrounding the WhitePeopleTwitter ban that occurred on February 3rd, 2025 after the personal info of DOGE staffers was published in that sub, as well as the bans on X links that were enforced in multiple subreddits at the time following Elon Musk's Nazi salute.

______

What was known at the time was that, on February 3rd, Musk retweeted another X account's screenshot showing death threats being made against DOGE staffers in a WhitePeopleTwitter post, replying: "They have broken the law". That in turn was screen-shotted and posted to WhitePeopleTwitter.

That same day, the user who made the DOGE post was suspended, the thread was deleted, and the entire subreddit was banned for three days with the message:

This subreddit has been temporarily banned due to a prevalence of violent content. Inciting and glorifying violence or doxing are against Reddit’s platform-wide Rules. It will reopen in 72 hours, during which Reddit will support moderators and provide resources to keep Reddit a healthy place for discussion and debate.

______

Today, an article posted in The Verge by editor Alex Heath reveals the Musk was directly behind the subreddit's ban as well as the removal of the thread and all of its comments (which Heath directly posted an archive link of) that Musk shared on X:

As it turns out, Musk wasn’t only using his X platform to call out content on Reddit. He was also privately messaging Reddit CEO Steve Huffman, according to people familiar with the matter.

Shortly after the two CEOs exchanged text messages, Reddit enacted a 72-hour ban on the “WhitePeopleTwitter” subreddit that hosted the thread about DOGE employees, citing the “prevalence of violent content.” The specific thread Musk shared on X was also deleted, including hundreds of comments that didn’t call for violence or doxxing.

_____

The article also says that few Reddit moderators at the time were made aware of Musk's chat with the Reddit CEO, and discussed the matter in Discord.

One such moderator implied that Musk also wanted the subreddit bans on X links lifted, after Musk had tweeted about the bans prior to the WhitePeopleTwitter incident:

After one wrote, “Musk is coming for r / Comics,” which was one of the subreddits that was banning links to X, another responded by calling him a “giant baby,” according to screenshots of the conversation that were shared with me.

“Elon called out death threats,” wrote another Reddit moderator. “He should not be able to influence Reddit, but if what he calls out is death threats then of course they need to come down.”

Yet another responded: “Oh, I don’t have any problem with removing rule-breaking content (and taking the respective admin action on said accounts), but I find it a bit problematic that he’s able to exert influence on both public and private institutions.”

The lifting of bans on X links, ultimately, did not come to pass:

So far, Reddit doesn’t appear to have intervened in any moderator decisions to ban X links from the subreddits they oversee.

_____

The Verge's article has been shared in multiple subreddits whose comment sections can be viewed below:

Technology: https://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1jl7jtp/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/

NoShitSherlock: https://www.reddit.com/r/NoShitSherlock/comments/1jl6wgo/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/

Collapse: https://www.reddit.com/r/collapse/comments/1jl7zns/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/

Fauxmoi: https://www.reddit.com/r/Fauxmoi/comments/1jlai3x/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/

Politics*: https://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1jl6smd/elon_musk_pressured_reddits_ceo_on_content/

*r / politics mods deleted their post due to it allegedly not covering US politics despite gathering over 33K upvotes.



Elon Musk directly pressured Reddit CEO to
ban r/WhitePeopleTwitter, delete subreddit's

DOGE post, and undo bans on X links, new

report reveals.

iin bt i st DO sl . WA ok
F e ——
N N ——r e
jirioirmirabistrsirion i

72 g ik e et s o s e

Shrty e b o s b messgs, Rl ot -
o WP et e e e st 0
Copies g e e kot ot e e e ok et

sy




